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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:





Date:  May 9, 2010
2010 Mayor’s Cup Table Tennis Championships:  Post Tournament Report & Results

Contact:  Ben Nisbet, American Youth Table Tennis, 917-686-1911, bennisbet@aytto.org 

Contact: Carli Smith, NYC & Company 212-484-1284 csmith@nycgo.com
Contact:  Lydia Denkler, SPiN New York, 212.982.8802,  lydia@spinyc.com 
Saturday May 8th 2010: A capacity turn-out of 156 participants competed  in the Mayor’s Cup Table Tennis Championships across 8 event categories.  This tournament was held at the prestigious SPiN New York table tennis club located at 48 East 23rd Street.

The Open event featured four professional table tennis athletes – Ernesto Ebuen – USA 19 and former Philippine Champion, YanJun Gao, USA #11, Mieczyslaw Suchy USA # 23, and Damian Provost, a visiting French division 1 league player.  A large crowd of spectators, juniors, and parents filled the bleachers and courtside chairs were mesmerized with an impressive barrage of counter-loops, smashes and ball returns that pushed each of these athletes to the top of their respective games.  
In the open finals Ernesto Ebuen, Jackson Heights Queens expert tactics and counter loop play kept him in the match and enabled him to upset YanJun Gao, USA #11 of Flushing Queens.  The two athletes for 45 minutes traded, counterpunched and fought for every point.  It wasn’t until 9-9 in the fifth and deciding game, with spectators glued in their seats, that the match was won.  Ernesto having the fortune of possessing the service - coolly positioned the ball away from Gao’s explosive forehand to win two consecutive points in a row.  Game and match to Mr. Ebuen! 
The youth events featured some of the top rising talent in the United States.  These youth also competed for the prestigious Mayor’s Cup Title.  Junior participants included Michael Landers, USA # 1-Boys Under 18, Annie Guo, USA #17-Girls Under 18, Tina Lin, USA #10 -Girls Under 15, Boson Wu, USA #16-Boys Under 15; Alston Wang USA #1-Under 12.
Results are as follows:

Open Division: Finals: Ernesto Ebuen, Jackson Heights Queens defeated YanJun Gao Flushing Queens, -9,-8, 8, 9, 9.  Semi Finals: YanJun Gao defeated Mieczyslaw Suchy, Rego Park Queens 9,-7, 9, 9; Ernesto Ebuen defeated Damien Provost, France, -11,9,9, -11, 10. 

Elementary School Division: Finals Alston Wang, PS 97 Brooklyn defeated Teodor Alexandru-Lipan, PS 116 Manhattan 4, 4, 7. Semi finals: Alston Wang defeated Aarav Modi, Edison Elementary School NJ 9, 9, 9; Teodor Alexandru Lipan defeated William Yao, PS 93 Queens  6, 9, 8.
Middle School Boys Division: Finals: Boson Wu, PS 188 Manhattan defeated Elliot Graham, Scarsdale Middle School NY, 9,9,9. Semi Finals: Boson Wu defeated Harry Chen, MS 74 Queens 6, 8,-9, 8 Q; Elliot Graham defeated Chase Bockoven, Acton Boxboro Middle School, MA 11, 9, 9.
Middle School Girls Division: 1st Tina Lin, Thomas Jefferson MS, NJ 3-0, 2nd Monica Skevech, IS 239 Brooklyn 2-1 3rd Jenny Chen, MS 74 Queens 0-3 (final matches played in round robin format).
High School Boys Division: Finals: Michael Landers, Wheatley High School, NY defeated Brad Belle, Brooklyn Boys and Girls High School Brooklyn 9,9,-9, 9. Semi Finals: Michael Landers defeated Sho Hashizume, Trinity High School Manhattan 9, 9, 9; Brad Belle defeated Connor Bockoven, Acton High School MA 9, 9, 9.
High School Girls Division: 1st Annie Guo, Hunter College Prep. High School  3-0; 2nd Claire Park 2-1, Horace Mann HS, Bronx, 3rd Stephanie Santiago 0-3  Science High School Newark (final matches played in round robin format)

A major headline from yesterday’s tournament was the capacity turnout and enthusiasm and interest for the sport.  Tournament organizer, American Youth Table Tennis (AYTTO), in partnership with SPiN New York and NYC & Company brought table tennis athletes, junior athletes, and aspiring student-athletes together in a one day celebration of table tennis. 
“These tournaments present a wonderful opportunity for school aged children test their skills, play, and meet others in a friendly and accommodating environment,” commented Ben Nisbet, Director of AYTTO.  “Table Tennis is a high skill sport.  It is also a social sport that can cross cultural and economic boundaries and bring communities together.  We are thrilled to high turnout and such great play.  This event would not have been possible without the NYC & Company and SPiN New York”.
American Youth Table Tennis Organization (AYTTO) is a non profit organization, which teaches table tennis and life skills to New York City school children.  Website: www.aytto.org
NYC & Company is the official marketing, tourism and partnership organization for the City of New York, dedicated to maximizing travel and tourism opportunities throughout the five boroughs, building economic prosperity and spreading the positive image of New York City worldwide. Website: nycgo.com/sports
SPiN New York is New York City’s premier table tennis club.  Website www.spinyc.com.
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