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April 8, 2010

Second New York City Open Spotlights Table Tennis


The best table tennis players in New York City will find themselves battling uphill against stiff competition this weekend, April 10th and 11th, at the New York City Open.  Some of the most talented players on the continent are coming to the Frances Levien Gymnasium at Columbia University, including the reigning US National Men’s Singles Champion, 15 year-old Michael Landers. He faces a crowded field of local and international heavyweights in a rarely seen concentration of firepower aimed at taking the title. 


Table Tennis is experiencing a surge in popularity in the city, with a record number of clubs and playing halls catering to a growing population of ‘serious pongers’.  Clubs like the now famous ‘SPiN NY’ just off Park Avenue allow the celebrities, the public and table tennis professionals to mingle in a celebration of this niche sport.  The Open Singles category at this tournament is dominated by world-class athletes playing at an Olympic level. Shockingly fast exchanges of volley, wickedly deceptive and hard-spun services, fierce mental attitudes and a no-holds-barred approach to the sport make the top players a world apart from their recreational counterparts.  

The tournament, organized by North American Table Tennis, is being held to publicize and promote the sport in Manhattan and in support of a non-profit after-school table tennis program run by AYTTO, the American Youth Table Tennis Organization.  Spectators are admitted free of charge and given a close-up view of the fascinating world of competitive table tennis.  Despite being on the Olympic rostrum, Table Tennis, played at this level, is rarely seen by the general public.  


 “We are the single biggest participation sport on the planet,” stated Ben Nisbet, Executive Director of the AYTTO, “and for good reason.  This is a life sport, more aerobic than people realize, a low cost, year round exercise and social glue for cultures around the world. Unless you see the game played at a high level with your own eyes, it’s hard to convey to the uninitiated.  Our kids in the AYTTO program are only the first wave of a new generation of table tennis players.  Frankly, I think it does a world of good for our kids to see a US Singles Champion in action who is not only a teenager, but a New Yorker.” 

The tournament begins play at 9AM each day, Saturday and Sunday this weekend.  Open Singles Quarterfinals begin at 1PM Sunday and culminates in the Championship Match at 4PM.  Limited VIP seating is available.   The playing hall is at Broadway and West 119th Street on the Upper West Side. 30-

For more information:
Contact Alan Williams - NATT


Contact: Ben Nisbet – AYTTO

              (240) 603-4946




917-686-1911

               awilliams@natabletennis.com 


bnisbet@aytto.org
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